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Government to commit the country to war. All over Europe
the Socialist movements of the various countries were making
similar protests, and holding demonstrations against the
participation of their Governments in the threatened conflict.
But the Stuttgart resolution, while it had been very definite
about the duty of the workers to prevent war, had been very
indefinite about the methods which they were to adopt. When
the Governments held on their way towards war despite the
workers' protests, the apparent solidarity of world Socialism
speedily disappeared. In Great Britain, France and Germany
alike, though not in Tsarist Russia, the majority of the leaders
of the Socialist and Trade Union movements, faced with the
fact of war, rallied to the support of their respective Govern-
ments, and were soon voting for war credits in their Parlia-
ments, helping in recruiting for the army and the war services,
and in one way or another proclaiming their solidarity with
the "nation" in its hour of crisis. They mostly continued for
a time to denounce the machinations of imperialist diplomacy
which had caused the conflict, and to demand a speedy peace
on terms which would enable the peoples of Europe to live
together in friendship. But at the same time they were unable
to contemplate any action which might help to bring about
the defeat of their own nations.
Thus, while the German Socialists proclaimed a holy crusade
against Tsarist reaction, French and British Socialists de-
nounced German militarism; and each group saw in the situa-
tion imperative reasons for the victory of its own side. Accord-
ingly, so far from attempting, when war had actually broken
out, to carry into effect the second part of the Stuttgart
resolution, the majority of the Socialist and Trade Union
leaders took active steps to damp down industrial conflict, and
to induce their followers to co-operate whole-heartedly in the
prosecution of the war.
No body in Britain, on the outbreak of war, was sufficiently
hardy to oppose it. Some dissented from the eagerness of the
official leaders to support it; that was all. In the Labour Party
itself, Ramsay MacDonald, who had strongly asserted the
responsibility of both sides for the outbreak of war, was com-
pelled to resign the leadership, in which Arthur Henderson